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PROSOPIS GLANDULOSA TORR.—A NEW RECORD FOR PENINSULAR INDIA 


Prosopis glandulosa Torr. is a small to medium, 
sized deciduous tree indigenous to southern United 
States and Mexico. Bor (1953) and Parker (1918) 
report that it was introduced in India in 1878 for 
the sake of its pods, which in Mexico are eaten by 
Indians and given as fodder to cattle and horses. 
It has now become naturalised in many places of 
Punjab and is -also reported from Delhi by Mahes- 
wari (1963). 

In the course of the author’s studies on the flora 
of Boluvampatti R. F. Block No. 1 of Coimbatore, 
Madras, several specimens of Prosopis were collected 
some of which could not be identified at Coimbatore 
(MH). Such specimens were studied at Central 
National Herbarium, Calcutta, where they com¬ 
pared very well with specimens of Prosopis glandu¬ 
losa Torr. A careful search in the MH revealed 
three more sheets belonging to this species. As there 
is no earlier report on the occurrence of this species 
in South India it is reported here as a new distribu¬ 
tion. 

Johnston (1962) transferred P. juliflora var. 
torreyana L. Benson to P. glandulosa making the 
new combination P. glandulosa Torr. var. torreyana 
(L. Benson) M. C. Johnst. He separates this variety 
from the typical variety as follows: 

Leaflets (25-) 30-45 (-62) mm long, 8-15 times as long as 
broad, 6-13 (-15) pairs per pinna ...P. glandulosa var. glandulosa 

Leaflets (10-) 15-25 (-30) mm long, 5-8 times as long as broad, 
(8-) 10-15 (-20) pairs per pinna ...P. glandulosa var. torreyana 


Specimens collected by the author agree very well 
with the description of P. glandulosa var. torreyana. 
This variety is recorded for the first time in India. 

1 . Prosopis glandulosa Torr. var. glandulosa Torr. 
in Ann. Lyc. N. York 2: 192, 1828; Parker, For. 
FI. 199, 1918 ; Bor, Man. Ind. For. Bot. 76, 1953; 
Maheswari, FI. Delhi 145, 1963. P. juliflora DC. 
var. glandulosa Cock, in N. Mex. Agr. Expt. Sta, 
Bull. 15:58, 1895. 

Herbarium specimens examined : Sind (Pakistan): 
Hyderabad, Vet. surgeon 89203; Madras : Coim¬ 
batore, Nachiappan 97148 Mysore : Bangalore, 
Cameroon 212 (MH). 

2. P. glandulosa Torr var. torreyana (L. Benson) 
M. C. Johnst. in Brittonia 14:82, 1962. P. juli¬ 
flora var. torreyana L. Benson in Amer. J. Bot. 
28:751, 1941. 

Herbarium specimens examined'. Delhi: Suptd. 
Arboricultural Division 382 (CAL); Madras : 
Coimbatore, Boluvampatti R. F. Block. No. 1, Sree- 
madhavan 6go; Salem, Woddapatti R, F., Vafra- 
velu 20708 (MH). 
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GLOBBA SCHOMBURGK 1 I HOOK. F.—A NEW RECORD FOR INDIA 


The author collected some specimens from 
shaded places near the slopes of a canal at Thana- 
makhua village, District Howrah in July 1965. Con¬ 
sultation of the specimens available in Calcutta 
Herbarium and literature led him to the conclusion 
that the specimen was that of Globba schomburgkii 
Hook, f., native of Thailand. Examination of 
sheets show that it occurs in 24 Parganas of lower 
Bengal and in Burma also. The specimen col¬ 
lected by the author (R. N. Banerjee 91) has 
been deposited in Central National Herbarium 
(CAL). As description of this species does not 
appear in Indian Floras this is added here with a 
sketch for convenience of Indian workers. 

Globba schomburgkii Hook. f. in Bot. Mag. ser. 

3.' 33: t. 6298, 1877 ; K. Schum. in Bot. Jahrb. 27; 

33 *» 1906 & in Planzenr. 20: 153, 1904. 
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Annual herb. Stem, green erect glabrous, 40* 
45 cm high soft. Leaves green, distichous, simple, 
oblong-lanceolate or lanceolate, 12.24-22.86 cm 
long, 2-4.7 cm wide, acuminate base attenuate, 
glabrous on both sides, entire, unicostate reticulate, 
closely pinnately nerved from a midrib; midrib 
prominent on ventral surface, obscure on the 
dorsal surface; petiolate; petioles green, glabrous 
sheathing a considerable part on the stem, un¬ 
sheathed part beneath the blade 0.5-2 cm. In¬ 
florescence yellow, terminal, spike simple or 
branched, glabrous, drooping, ± 8 cm long, pedun¬ 
culate, bracteate, flowering bracts golden yellow, 
bulbil bearing ones at the lower part of' the spike 
pale green, concave, ovate or oblong 1-1.6 om long, 
0.6-0.8 cm wide, obtuse, glabrous, persistent; bulbils 
globose or ovoid, tubercled, 0.2-0.5 cm long, 0.1-04 
cm wide (at widest part). Flowers golden yellow, 









Globba sckomburgkii Hook, f. 

Figs, A-F: A* Bract, B. Bud, C. Flower (Calyx removed) showing 3 petals, 2 lateral staminodes of the 
outer whorl (The anterior one of this whalf is absent), Posterior perfect stamen of the inner whorl, 2-Iobed 

lip, D, 2-lobed Up, E, Ovary and Style. F. Bulbil, 


nodes ,* lateral staminodes oblong, ± 0.3 cm long, 
± 0,1 cm wide; anterior lobe absent. The single 
posterior stamen of die inner whorl perfect, Fila* 
meat d: ©.6'em loogl thread like. Anther yellowish. 


bilobed, oblong, ± 2 mm long haring a-partite 
wings on -each cell ; wings triangular subulate. 
Lateral stamens of the inner whorl metamorphosed 
to lip. Lip bilobed spices broad, retuse, truncate, 
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base yellowish red, adnate to the base of the pos¬ 
terior perfect stamen of the inner whorl. Ovary 
globose, very small. Style filiform, 0.60.8 cm. 
Stigma minute cup like. Fruit muricate. 

N. B. Sir J. D. Hooker in Botanical Magazine-/.c. 
described and illustrated the .corolla tube as "pube- 
rulous”. But K. Schumann l.c, is silent on this 
point. I did not find it puberulous in Indian or 

Burmese specimens. _ 

Specimens examined : Thanatnakua village, uis- 


trict Howrah. 15.7.1965. R. N. Banerjee 91 ; Indian 
Botanic Garden, Howrah. P. M. Debbarman s.n .; 
Rangoon, 13.8.1879. G. King s.n ; Rangoon, 30.8. 
1932. C. E. Parkinson 14719; Ballygunj, $.7.1920. 
P. Mukerjee 2 ; Martaban, Dr. Stoliezka s.n .; 
Toungoo, Burma, 15 Aug. 1914. A. Rodger 87 ; 
Upper Burma, 21.8.1890. Abdul Huh s.n. 

R. N. Banerjee 

BoianitairSurvcy of India > Howrah 


A HITHERTO UNLOCAUSED ROSTELLULARIA REICHB. (ACANTHACEAE) 


Rostellularia simplex was described by Robert 
Wight (Icon. t. 1542, 1850), but the type material 
was unlocalised as Wight himself states Station not 
known". C. B. Clarke (Flora of British India 4: 
537, 1885) transferred this species to the genus 
fusticia by giving the name /• notha, since in 
Justicia the epithet ‘simplex’ was preoccupied by 
D. Don’s species described in 1825. Clarke was 
certainly doubtful about the occurrence of this plant 
in India, as is evident from his remarks—"India ? ; 

Herb. Wight .Wight gives no locality for 

this; it is a well-characteri'zed plant, and probably 
Malayan”. J. S. Gamble while treating /. notha 
(Flora of the Presidency of Madras 2: 756, 1957 
repr. ed.) also remarked—"Station not known (Wt.). 
Clarke thinks it may be Malayan, but it is not re¬ 
corded by Miquel”.' On reviewing the literature 
and herbarium records, it was noticed that the 
plant was not collected in India or elsewhere since 
its discovery in 1850. 

During floristic studies of Agastyamalai and sur¬ 
rounding regions in Tirunelveli district, Madras 
State, a species of Rostellularia was collected, which 
at first sight differed markedly from the other S. 
Indian Rostellularias. After a critical study, the 
specimens could be matched with Wight, Icon. t. 
1542 —Rostellularia simplex Wt. The identity was 
further confirmed by matching the specimens with 
the only unlocalised type sheet of Rostellularia 
simplex represented in the Kew Herbarium. 

The occurrence of this species at the southern 
end of the W. Ghats proves that it is only an 
Indian plant and allays the doubts expressed by the 
earlier workers. In all probability, Wight too might 
have collected this species in the W. Ghats of, S. 
India. A detailed description of the plant, based 


on plenty of pickled and dried specimens, is given 
below. 

Rostellularia simplex Wt. Icon. t. 1542, 1850 (non 
Justicia simplex D. Don). Justicia notha Clarke 
in FI. Brit. India 4: 537, 1885; Gamble, FI. Pres. 
Madras 2: 756, 1957 (repr. ed.). 

Erect herbs, up to 30 cm tall ; stems simple or 
branched, slender, 4-5-angular, sparsely white-sent- 
lose to glabrate. Leaves 1-3.5 xo.3-0.8 cm, opposite, 
oblong to lanceate, coriaceous, glabrate but marked 
with numerous transverse cystoliths above, white- 
setulose on the nerves beneath, subobtuse at apex, 
obtuse or rounded at base, margins recurved ; petio¬ 
les minute. Flowers in terminal, dense spikes up 
to 6 cm long ; bracts ± 5 x 1.5 mm, lanceate, pecti- 
nately. white-setulose ; bracteoles ±3x1 mm, ob 
long-lanceate, pectinately white-setulose; calyx 
lobes 4, similar to bracteoles; corolla 6-7 mm long, 
pinkish, corolla tube as long as the limb; limb 2- 
lipped, upper ovate-oblong, notched at apex, lower 
3-lobed, lobes imbricate in bud ; stamens 2, filaments 
dilated ; anthers 2-celled, cells more or less separate, 
subequal, lower with a white basal appendage; 
ovary 2-celled, ovules 2 in each cell; style filiform; 
stigma shortly bifid. Capsules 4-5 x ± 2 mm, elliptic- 
oblong, pointed at apex; seeds 4, each ± 1 mm 
across, suborbicular, more or less compressed, 
rugose. 

Wjjght loc. cit. states "The pectinate bristles on 
the bracts and calyx, with the transverse lineoles 
on the leaves,! added to the simple erect habit of the 
plant (Italics mine), mark this as a very distinct 
species". However, plants with simple stems as 
well as profusely branched stems were observed • in 
the same population. 





